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1. According to Article 6, para 7, of the Act on Foreigners no. 80/2016, the Immigration Appeals 

Board shall generally publish its decisions containing material conclusions or, as appropriate, 
a summary of them. The decisions shall be published without a name, ID number and other 
identifiable characteristics of the parties of the relevant cases. 

 
2. It materializes in the parliamentary explanatory notes of the bill on the Act on Foreigners 

that the publication of the prerequisites of decisions is intended to strengthen judicial 
reliability and the foreseeable implementation of the regulations. 
 

3. Identifiable data are defined in Article 3, para 1, item 2, of the Act on Data Protection and on 
the Processing of Personal Data no. 90/2018, as being: 
 

Information about identified or identifiable individual (“a registered individual”); an 
individual who is deemed as identifiable if he/she can be identified, directly or indirectly, for 
example, with a reference to his/her characteristics including name, ID number, location 
data, Internet ID or one or more factors that characterize him/her physically, biologically, 
genetically, spiritually, materially, culturally or socially. 

 
 

4. Sensitive personal data are defined in Article 3, para 1, item 3, of the Act on Data Protection 
and on the Processing of Personal Data 90/2018, as being: 

 
a Information about race, ethnicity, political opinions, religion, philosophical views or 

membership in a trade union. 
b Health information, i.e. personal information regarding the physical or mental health 

of an individual, including health service he/she has received and information about 
pharmaceuticals, alcohol and narcotics use. 

c Information about persons’ sexual activities and sexual orientation.   
d Genetic data, i.e. personal data regarding hereditary or acquired genetic 

characteristics of an individual which give unique information about the biophysical 
situation or the health of an individual and are mainly obtained through analysis of a 
biological samples from the relevant individual. 

e Biometric indicators, i.e. personal information obtained through special technical 
processing and relate to physical, biophysical or ethological characteristics of an 
individual and enable analysis or confirmation in a clear manner about the identity of 
an individual, for example, pictures of a face or fingerprint data, provided that the 
data are processed with the objective of identifying an individual in a unique manner. 
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5. An opinion by the Data Protection Authority, dated 24 June 2014, stated that Article 3, para 
7, of the Act on Foreigners does not contain an authorization for the Immigration Appeals 
Board to publish sensitive personal data.  This opinion also pointed out that according to 
Article 9 of the Freedom of Information Act no. 140/2012 allowing access by the general 
public to private or financial matters of individuals is not permissible, as it is fair and normal 
for such data being classified. 

 
6. In order to ensure that an appellant cannot be identified, directly or indirectly, the following 

information about an appellant shall be removed as a minimum prior to the publication of a 
decision by the Immigration Appeals Board: 

 
a) Name 
b) National ID number 
c) Date of birth 
d) Address 
e) Place of birth, and 
f) the appellant’s hometown or home city. 

 
7. The board deems that if a decision does not contain identifiable personal information, i.e. 

that an outside individual cannot determine from the decision the identity of an individual or 
individuals addressed in the decision, publication of the decision falls outside the scope of 
the Act on Data Protection and on the Processing of Personal Data as it does not contain any 
personal information. In such instances the Immigration Appeals Board will publish sensitive 
information in its decisions to such an extent as considered necessary in order to realize the 
objectives of the publication of the board’s decisions, cf. among other things Item 2 of these 
rules of procedure. The board furthermore deems that in such instances publishing data on 
appellants’ personal or financial affairs as being permissible, provided it cannot be 
determined from the decision what individual it addresses and provided the publication of 
the information is necessary in light of the objectives as referred to in Item 2. 

 
8. In order to reduce the likelihood of a decision that is otherwise not identifiable, however, 

becoming identifiable due to news-media coverage in the wake of a decision having been 
made, decisions shall generally not be published until two months have passed from the 
decision having been made. If a request is made for the reopening of a case within said 
period of time, this holding time is extended until a month has passed from such time a 
reopening request has been addressed. If a case is reopened and a new decision is entered 
into, its publication shall be based on two months from said decision.  
 

9. When assessing whether a decision is identifiable, a focus shall be made, among other things, 
on the number of decisions from the home state of the appellant over the last 12 months. In 
the instance of there being a risk of a decision being identifiable due to a small number of 
cases from said country and a publication of the decision, excluding sensitive personal data 
and information pertaining to the appellant’s country of origin not serving its purpose, 
publication shall not take place.  
 

10. When assessing whether a decision is identifiable, the Immigration Appeals Board considers 
whether the case has been addressed in the news media and whether the factors discussed 
therein may have led to the general public realizing what individual or individuals a certain 
decision applies to.  
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11. If information about an appellant´s home country is not necessary for realizing the purpose 
of publication, for example, in cases that have not undergone material procedure due to the 
provisions of the Dublin Regulation or because an appellant has active protection in another 
country, the information about the origin of the appellant shall generally be deleted from the 
decision prior to publication. 
 

12. These rules of procedure replace the older rules dated 16 November 2016 on the publication 
of the decisions by the Immigration Appeals Board on the Internet.    
 

 
 


